
 
 
 
 

COVID-19 
Strategies for                            

Telluride School District 
 

JULY 9, 2020*  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*Disclaimer:  This is a preliminary draft subject to change. 



 

 

Continued school closures threaten the health and safety of Colorado children. 
In addition to learning losses, children face increased risks of food insecurity, 
potential abuse, poor mental health and social-emotional wellness, and lack 
of physical activity. And these harms fall hardest on children from lower 
income families.1  
 

Telluride School District (TSD) Administration 
and Teacher Design Teams are working 
closely with San Miguel County Public 
Health (SMCPH) and the Telluride Medical 
Center (TMC) to get children back to 
school in as safe an environment as 
possible.   
 
No reopening structure can ensure zero 
transmission and some infections are likely 
to occur among students, staff, and 
families, whether from exposure in the 
home, the community, or in school. 
However, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics Colorado Chapter argues that 
the harms of school closures, including 
isolation and loss of community, will lead to 
adverse risks that can and should be 
mitigated by thoughtful prevention 
measures to allow a return to school.8 

 
On balance, we believe the health 
benefits of in- person school attendance 
out-weigh the health risks if we can 
implement a suite of complementary 
infection control and prevention measures 
that can provide a comparably safe 
environment for students and staff. Health 
and Safety considerations Checklist 
 
What follows in this document are 
categories of health and safety concerns 
TSD is working to answer in collaboration 
with our local health officials.  While many 
issues are addressed thoroughly below, 
some adjustments will occur based upon 
the changing epidemiology in the 
community.  

 
We know TSD schools will look different, the 
models will change, it will not be perfect, 
and one size doesn’t fit all. This document is 
a starting point for communication with the 
TSD community about the 2020/2021 

school year.  
 
TSD will continue to work with SMCPH and 
TMC to ensure we have timely data and 
information to support decisions and promote 
the health, safety, and well- being of students, 
teachers, staff, and families. This includes 
understanding community transmission, the 
relative risk and disease burden in the 
community and region, and communication 
with parents and teachers.  
 
Community Effort                                    
While TSD can do everything possible to have 
a safe environment within school this is a 
community effort.  We need your help now in 
order to start this fall.   
 
By practicing the Five Commitments below we 
can protect our own health and the health of 
the TSD community.  
 

1. Stay home if sick and call your provider. 
2. Cover your face in public. 
3. Maintain physical distancing of at least 6 

feet. 
4. Limit gatherings to small groups. 
5. Wash your hands often. 

 
We will work with local organizations to 
educate students, staff, parents and 
community members to practice the five 
commitments and policy on when to stay 
home.  Safety will be the primary concern. 
Well-child/sports physicals offered locally are 
an ideal time to speak with your health care 
provider about your individual concerns.    
Please note each school will have their own 
protocols pertinent to their specific needs 
which will be communicated by the 
principal of that building.   
 



 

 

 
Background   
More than three months after Colorado’s first 
reported case of COVID-19, and with almost 
9 million cases of COVID-19 diagnosed 
worldwide, several patterns relevant to 
school re-opening are beginning to emerge. 
First, children appear to have lower rates of 
infection than do older persons and, when 
infection does occur, are much less likely to 
have serious complications than adults.2 

Second, while children (including those not 
showing symptoms) can transmit COVID-19, 
emerging evidence indicates that children 
are not primary drivers of transmission and 
that school reopening is likely to have 
minimal impact on transmission between 
students or between students and staff.3,4 

 
Much of the decision-making regarding 
school closures in March was based on the 
decades of research showing that schools 
are a major venue for influenza 
transmission. However, the emerging 
evidence suggests that COVID-19 
transmission among children is quite 
different from influenza. For example, 
recently published contact tracing data 
from several other countries indicate that 
children with COVID-19 illness transmitted 
infection to very few other individuals in 
school settings: 0/122 other children in 
France, 0/924 children and 0/101 adults in 
Ireland, and 2/735 children and 0/128 
adults in Australia.5,6 These observations are 
supported by assessments of outbreaks in 
household settings where children rarely 
appear to be the primary source of illness 
in other family members.7 

 

In spite of these positive preliminary 
outcomes, getting kids back to school 
involves risk, especially as the evidence 
regarding COVID-19 continues to evolve.  
 
Vaccines for COVID-19 are in 
development, but none are available at 
present. However, vaccination for other 
infections that involve the respiratory 
system (influenza, measles, and pertussis 

[whooping cough]) are available and are 
underused in our community. Preventing 
these infections will decrease the 
occurrence of symptoms that might suggest 
COVID-19. Expanding access to vaccination 
among students and school staff will also 
help us prepare for the time when a COVID-
19 vaccine has been licensed. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
• Teachers:   Return to school August 11, 2020. 
• Students:  Return to school August 19, 2020.  
• Currently the 2020/2021 calendar remains the same as adopted.  TSD may consider changing 

as needed in anticipation of possible outbreaks later in the year.   
 

 
• Students, Teachers & Staff: Masks or face shields required unless three to six feet of physical 

distancing can be maintained, or mitigating circumstances preclude use. Gloves not required.  
• Everyone to bring their own masks with backups available as needed.  
• If a student refuses to wear a mask after multiple requests they may be asked to Zoom from home. 
• Plexiglass/Sneeze guards to be utilized as appropriate.  
• Masks can reduce respiratory droplet transmission, especially indoors with less than six feet of 

separation. TSD will consider face shields as an alternative option for staff and for teachers when 
specific conditions warrant, such as in some special education classes.    
 
 

• Laws regarding vaccinations remain the same.  
• Unless approved as exempt for religious/personal reasons, students must maintain current state 

required immunizations to attend TSD.  Please check with the School Nurse for information regarding 
vaccinations or for the Non-Medical Exemption Form. 

 

                                                        
• Maintain three to six feet of distance in indoor and outdoor settings if possible.  
• One-way hallways, staggered hallway rotations when possible, longer passing periods.  
• No lockers or cubbies to be used.  
• Staggered recesses/lunches. THS campus to be closed for lunch.   
• No large/whole group gatherings (i.e. opening day assemblies & ceremonies).  
• Lunch/Cafeteria TBD.  Students may potentially eat in classrooms and/or outside.  
• Will look into physical demarcations outlining six-foot intervals for pick up, drop off, bus loading, 

etc. 
• Technical equipment (including cameras) will be installed in each classroom so students can 

zoom in and participate if not in the building.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

            Masks and Other Protective Equipment 
 

 
 Vaccination(s) 

  Start Date & Calendar 
 

                  Physical Distancing            



 

 

 
 

• TSD will work to create cohort groups wherever possible.  (This will occur more naturally at 
lower grades than higher grades).  

• Each school will strive to create schedules that decrease opportunities for group of students to mix 
such as limiting passing periods and in-between class times. 

• TMHS students will have fewer classes (4 block periods vs. 7 periods) for less interaction. 
• Common space such as libraries and cafeterias will likely be closed to traditional activities.  

 
 

 
• One student per seat, alternating seats. Possible exceptions can be made for members of the same 

household, such as siblings, who could share a seat.            
• Masks required.  
• Two additional bus drivers have been hired.  Five buses are available for use. 
• Possible staggered schedule to be determined based upon transportation survey. 
• Paras/Volunteers on buses for supervision and support. 

 

 
• Students:  Observed hand washing/sanitizing at regular intervals.  
• Teachers & Staff: as needed or every 2 hours.  
• Hand sanitizers to be installed in every classroom.  
• Health hygiene education (covering coughs and sneezes in tissues/elbows) to be provided to all 

students, teachers and staff.  
• Plexiglass to be installed on shared tables where appropriate.   
• Sneeze guards to be placed in settings such as teacher or reception desks. 
• Cleaning of rooms in between cohort groups is being developed.  

 
 

 
• Possible stagger of drop-off/pickup times.   
• Multiple entrances will be used to minimize bottle necking and congregation at each school 

building.  
• Limited entry to schools of adults who do not need to be on school grounds. 
• No parent drop-off/pick up within school buildings.  
• Establish a pickup procedure for anyone with COVID symptoms being sent home. 

           Cohort Grouping 

           Bus Transportation            

           Building Entry/Exit            

           Hand washing and Sanitizing            



 

 

• Students, Teachers & Staff: Self-check and self-report prior to arrival on school grounds. If 
incomplete, screened upon arrival.   

• Researching Google form or possible app on phone for at home screening. 
• Thermometers to be provided to families if needed.   
• Temperature must be below 100.4 degrees.  
• Designated rooms to isolate any symptomatic individuals until he/she can safely return home or 

seek care.  
• Nurses offices to be moved to allow for isolation rooms.  At TIS/TMHS Bridal Veil Conference Room 

will become nurse’s office and Principal Sara Kimble’s office will be turned into isolation room. At 
TES the nurse’s office will be moved to the basement, room 012 with an isolation room being 
created in room 026. 

• TSD to collaborate with Telluride Medical Center and San Miguel County Health for monitoring 
and testing of symptomatic students and staff.   

• Students and staff to stay home if symptomatic.  No coming to school sick.  

• Ventilation systems operate properly per OSHA/ASHRAE guidance. 
• Increased circulation of outdoor air through modification of building automation programming and 

increased use of operable windows. 
• Higher-level filters and more frequent changing of filters in HVAC system. 

 

• Clean frequently touched surfaces in schools and on buses at least daily and between use as much 
as possible.  

• Regular nightly cleaning plus nightly disinfecting. 
• Removal of soft furniture and classroom items that cannot be easily cleaned or sanitized such as 

stuffed animals, toys, couches, etc.   
 

 
• Develop systems for prompt referral of symptomatic teachers, staff, and students for fast- 

turnaround testing.  
• While a negative test result does not necessarily allow an adult or student with COVID-like 

symptoms to avoid isolation at home, it can enhance faster detection of outbreaks if positive 
cases are detected.  

           Temperature and Symptom Screening            

 

          Ventilation            

            Cleaning Procedures 



 

 

• We await further guidance from SMCPH & TMC.   

 
• Follow SMCPH & TMC Guidelines.  
• Symptomatic adults and students should not come to school or should be sent home. 
• Symptomatic students on school grounds should be isolated until they can return home safely. 
• Work with Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment to develop guidelines on 

return to school, contact tracing, and indications for classroom to avoid school closure. 
• School Closure will be determined on an individual basis depending upon spread.  Case vs. 

cluster.  
 

• For any parents who have concerns about their children returning to school, they should make an 
appointment with their health care provider to discuss concerns and risks.  

• For any staff who have concerns about returning to school, they should make an appointment with 
their health care provider to discuss concerns and risks.  

• Employee procedures are being developed modeled on those used at other locations.  
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Useful Websites: 
• San Miguel County/Coronavirus:  https://www.sanmiguelcountyco.gov/590/Coronavirus 
• Telluride Medical Center/Coronavirus:  https://tellmed.org/coronavirus 
• CDC schools guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools. 

html 
• CHSAA guidance: https://chsaanow.com/2020-05-22/chsaa-to-lift-moratorium-with-strict-guidelines-for- 

 

 
Comorbidities (Who is at greater risk and should not be in-person at school?) 

 



 

 

resuming-in-person-conditioning-sessions/ 
• Public transportation guidance: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F6ejkZlcwLOvmalkjo5Y9ksF-5CQ13Kp/view 
• CDPHE workplace outbreak prevention: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zDl1WVOEDSkmbN2qCF83W2jM7N 

4ZcaZs/view 
• CDPHE environmental cleaning guidance: https://covid19.colorado.gov/cleaning-guidance 
• CDPHE testing overview: https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid-19-in-colorado/about-covid-19/testing-

for- covid-19 
• CDPHE information for people at high risk: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra- 

precautions/index.html 


